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Damien Hauswirth of CIRAD in Vietnam, has sent this picture of a single row Fitarelli (Brazilian) CA
seed drill being operated behind a 2WT. The picture shows a unit which is made up of a cutting
coulter, followed by a tine opener, with a steel drive wheel/press wheel behind. It is fitted with a
horizontal flat plate metered seed box, and a fertiliser box is also fitted. The rubber tired wheel on the
side is for stability and depth control. Note also the small operator platform.
However I suspect the farmer is ‘cheating’ as the residue has been burnt before the seed drill is
operated. Or perhaps this is the ‘burnt treatment’ in a research trial?
Following the report on 2WT racing in Thailand, which was mentioned a few issues ago, the
Americans have now also embraced this sport. See link below.
http://vivialice.typepad.com/blog/2012/09/the-most-incredible-2012-world-championship-powertiller-race.html
I note from the report that motors up to 100 horsepower are fitted. Is this going to extremes?
A U.S. Foreign Aid website is featuring two videos on CA with 2WT in Bangladesh. One is on strip
tillage, and the other on bed planting. Have a look at:
http://www.feedthefuture.gov/video/strip-tillage-bangladesh
---------------------------------------------On the next four pages I have reprinted a copy of a recent publication ‘ Farm power and Conservation
Agriculture – the potential for two wheel tractors in Sub Saharan Africa’ This has been written by
Brian Sims (a British Ag. Engineer with many years of experience in mechanisation in the developing
world) and Frederic Baudron of CIMMYT (based in Ethiopia). It is an excellent summary of the ‘state
of the art’ with 2WT and CA up to this time. It recently appeared in ‘Landwards’ a UK Agricultural
Journal.
This publication is set out here in low resolution format for easy email transfer to subscribers –
especially those with slow connections. If you would like this publication in higher resolution, please
go to the link:
https://sites.google.com/site/twowheeltractorgroup/home/two-wheel-tractor--large-files
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